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De. JOHN PEELING, 
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AND 


George Allen, 
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INV Ei 1 compord the follaving 
& Diſcourſe, I had not the leaſt/ De. 
8: /ign of expoſing my ſelf to a Cenſo- 


quent Solicitations, and inceſſant Importunities 
of ſeveral worthy Friends (who haya Right to 
command the beſt of my Services) hayoat laſt 
wrought me to a Compliance. What I have to 
defire of Them and Thee, is candidly to paſs by 
the many Erratas and Imperfettions, by Reaſon 
of that intolerable T ask and daily Fatigue I am 
oblig'd to labour under. To do juſtice to the 
Subjeft would require a Volume, and much more 
Time than J am in a Capacity to ſpare; but if I 
have offer d any Thing that may be uſeful and 
beneficial to Mens Sonls, and effettually con. 
vinc'd em of the neceſſity and Advantage of Ro- 
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» itution, I ſhall have fully gain 'd my Point. A, 
to the Plainneſs of the Style, that's the leaſt of 
my Concern; for I am of Opinion ( and ever 
2 be) that fine ons and ſtudied Nations, 
rather amuſe and confound. Men than win them 
to Prattice.. I am nit ignorant how tedious_F 
have been upon ſome Particulars, eſpecial ly that 
of Defamation; but becauſe i it-1s 4 Fin 25 
heineus in its Nature, and. yet ſo common, Iw 
induced to believe the Duty of Reſtitution as 
thought altogether. unneceſſary :* And altho I 
can't. b hope. Wow hence totally to put a Stop to it; 
yet, / I can but convince one Slanderer in 4 
Thouſand to leave off, and un. ſay what has been 
ſaid in the Wrong of his Neighbour ; I ball be 
well pleas'd at his Converſion; and. abundantly 
compenſated for any Labour I have been at. 
What I have further to a:k of Thee, is a Bl-[- 
ing on my weak Endeavours, and thi will * 
an eternal Obligation en 


Thy ſincere Friend 
in Our Common Saviour, 
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'ESTITUTION; the” a gere 
ry Duty, and without which there 
can be no Mark, nor Sign of a true 
[ESD Repentance;; pet, conſidering the 
Backvadaet and Unconcerndneſs of Mankind, to 
this one particular Act, nothing ſeems more ne-. 
ceſſary, than ſuch argumentative Perſwaſives, as may 
excite you to the ſtudy and practice of it, and con- 
vince you of what eyñ Conſequence it is, ro*defer; \ 
or totally to neglect Reparation and Satisfaction; to 
thoſe whom you have injur'd in any Inſtance or 
Degree whatſocver. 
And before I proceed to diſcourſe largely on this 
Important Duty, It; wil be ſomewhat TOE to 
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give an 8 Author of de Tek. * 8 
Occaſion of the Words, becauſe they comprehend 
aà very conſiderable Part of his — and 
» Converſion, and this will directly lead me to that ineſti- 
\- mableQualificaion of RESTORATION. 
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The Author hereof was one * Zachreus, a Publi- 
can, the Chief among the Publicans, as the original 
Word imports, (b) he was One, ..it may be pre- 
-fum'd, who farm d the Cuſtoms, Tolls, Taxes 5 | 
"Tributes of the Romans, and theſe were ſtyl'd (c) Re- 
demptores; Perſons that were more Noble, and of a 
higher Rank and Degree, than thoſe whe- ed 

Toll or Tribute, either in the Marker; or At the 
_ «Gatesof the City; for theſe were inferior to che other, 
and moſt commonly were covetous and unjuſt. nd 
therefore not 2 8 a term d C leckeres of Exatto- 


en () 


"The: very Name 55 a Publican was. infamous and 
endiouss the Ancicnts. And Cicero ſpcaks that the 


very Name and Office was gricvous to the Greeks, 
and declares that it was not much leſs abhorr'd a- 
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' mund vit © juſtificavit, AN et Nr Innocent, Fuſtus H bratce 
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REST TT NN 
mong the Romans. And how cxattly doch — 
out Pliny ancient Author agree with Ariſtophanes, as 
to the Life of a Publitan ? (a) ſo diſnonourable and 
ignominious an Occupation or Employment was it, 
ſo contamptible, that ſcarce any would undertabe 
it ; but the Inconſiderate and Unconcern d, that re- 
garded neither their own, nor Others Reputation. 
This Zacheus was however the Chief of his Profeſſi- 
and as Our Saviour paſſed near Jericho, none 
Bre ctlirobs of ſeeing Chriſt then he, but being a 
Perſons of a low Stature, (b) and the inexpreſlible 
Multitude that attended Our Saviour, and erow- 
ding in upon Him; Ne was neceſſi tated to make 
uſe Ws fome Aſcent to accompliſh his Deſire. A. 
cordingly he climbs-up into a Sycamore-Tree'; to 
which Our Saviour was no ſooner come, but He 
eſpies the poor Publican, commands him to make 
haſt and come down, having determind that Day 
to tarry at his Houfe: And immediately he de- 
ſcends, and joyfully entertains his Gueſt. at his- 
Habitation; the people ſtanding ama d, and it 
may be highly diſcontented, that the Son of God 
ſhould make Choice of that. Man's Houſe for a 
proper Retirement; The owner of it being of that 
deſpicable and odious Profeſſion : (c) ( Hes gone (fay 
they) to ole oth with a MAY that is a Sinner. 
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Accuſation, I reſtore him Four-ſold. Here i an admi- 


Way, but that he conſider'd the neceſſary Duty of 
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| totheir Injuftice and Oppreſſian, and this was 8 


Sin Zacheus here conſiders of, when he ſaith, Bebol 
Lord the Half of my Goods I give to the Poor, and if 
A have taken away any Thing from any Man by falſe 


rable Example of a true Penitent, in renouncing 
(from that very Moment Our Saviour call'd. him) 
is former Pleaſures and Extravagancies, and with 
abundance of 1 up 3 what he had 


S % © &©* 


tion, hy — or Violence, above = 7 010 or 
Tribute laid upon Them. To the Poor in general 
he Bequeaths one Half of his Eſtate, A Was 
an Iuſtance of exemplary Charity; and he would 
probably have diſpos d of all his Subſtance. that 


 Reftitution at large; and alſo that God Alm. —— 
neyer commendcd, nor approved of Man's BEE 
Charitable, with chat which was not 5 properly: his 
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r *E very Inſtance nothing can be more plain, 
An that he, who ſets about Repentance and a fert- 
ous Conſiderat on of his paſt Life, ought Firſt of 
all, to remove the main and principal Objections, 


Auch as COVE FOUSNESS and Oppreſſion, oppoſite to 
RESTORATION 
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of RESTITUTION. 3 


RESTORATION and Satisfaction; without ſuch a free 
and ingenuous Declaration, the Man goes about Im- 
poſſibilities, that pretends ro CONVERSION. And 
becauſe that God ſooner forgives, and is more ready 
to pardon thoſe Offences; which are committed a- 
gainſt himſelf, than thoſe againſt our Neighbour; for 
this Reaſon, I ſhall not confine my ſelf to the bare 
Interpretation of the Word in the Text only, which 
ſignifies no more than Injuries by (e) Oppreſſion or 
falſe Accuſation, Extortion or Exaction, but ſh all 
ſpeak of Injuries in general, and the Reſtitution 
neceſſary to each of them in particular: In Order 
to this proceed we to enquire. 


I. What Reflitution is > Wherein it doth conſiſt? 
What the ſeveral Degrecs of itare? And to 
Whom it is properly due? 


II. Let Us conſider the Commands and Obligati- 

ons to it, and the various Examples of it in No- 
ly Writ ; and this will demonſtrate the great 
Neceſſity and Advantage thereof in Oppoſition 
to thoſe common and erroneous Obyections 
brought in by the Adverſaries and Enemies to 
this Duty. And, 


le) Lune Calumnieſis Aor. I. 4ovroperinon 4 gu Calummior. 
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III. Since Repentance is abſolutely neceffary to 
| Salvation, and that without Reftitution. there 
can be no ſuch Thing as a true Nepentance; 
I ſhall cloſe this Diſcourſe with proper Motives 
and Directions, in Order to repreſent the happy 
and glorious Effects of a ready Compliance 
with, anda ſincere Obedience to this Practice. 


Theſe are the Particulars J deſign to ſpeak to 
upon this Szbjef,- which is ſo conſiderable, that no 
Man can ſcarce paſs by it unconfider'd,, and yet 
it is ſo copious that a Man knows not how; or where 
to conclude; however, through the Aſſiſtance of 
God. ſhall endeavour to offer, what may not altoge- 
ther be unworthy your Patience and Attention. And, 


I. What is Reftitution? Wherein does it conſiſt? 
What are the ſeveral Degrees of it? And. to 
Whom is it properly due? 


This Word Reftitution, (a) ſignifies, or implies an 
At of Juſtice, retaliating to our Neighbour what 
haas been unjuſtly and clandeſtinely taken from him. 

At is that Part of J US TI CE, to which a Man is 

* obliged by a precedent Contract, or an antecedent 
Fault, by his own Act or another Man's, either 
with or without his Will. And conſidering the 
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vaſt Extent of this Duty, as well as the Neceſſity of 
it, it is ſomewhat miraculous that ſo few ſhould be 
ingag d in the Practice of it; eſpecially, fince fo 
vaſt a Multitude pretend to Fuſtice and Equity, to 
maintain Love and Charity in the World: And as 
Tnjuftice is a heinous Breach of One or more of the 
Precepts of the Goſpel ; ſo is the Contrary the beſt 
Inſtitution whatſoever, for improving the State of 
Mankind, for removing that Uncaſineſs, thoſe ge- 
neral Complaints of Oppreſſion and Perſcution 
univerſally reigning on the Earth; and conſequent- 
hy a very conſiderable Part of the World merit a 
moſt ſevere Cenſure, ſeeing their Actions are in- 
conſiſtent ; they contradict their Principles by their 
Practices, and would be much more excuſable, in 
Caſe they pretended nothing at all to this Rule of 
Equity, and the Force and Obligations to it. 
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Requiſite it is, and highly neceſſary therefore, to 
ſet this Matter in as clear a Light as poſſible, in 
Order to diſcover the ſeveral Degrees and Kinds of 
Injuries that require a true Performance of our 
Recompence and Satisfaction. In general then; and, 


Becauſe the Buſineſs of the Soul claims the 
Preeminence, let us reflet and conſider, how We | 
may defraud or injure our Neighbour in this Re- 
ſpect in the firſt Place. And this, alaſs! is cafily 


brought about, by bad Advice and an unhappy 
/ B 2 Con- 
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Converſation: For tho at Firſt, We have little or no 
Apprehenſions of, or Inclinations zo Wickedneſs, 
notwithſtanding We are very much averſe to yici- 
ous Habits; yet, by Cuſtom, and frequent and 
unhappy Opportunities, that which was intolerable 
bcfore, becomes tolerable, caſy, and pleaſant at the 
laſt; and oftentimes I am perſuaded the Convert be- 
comes ſo wretchedly Infamous, that the Devil. his 
ADVISER, is at laſt aſham'd of him. Many there are 
who take Pleaſure in the corrupting of honeſt and 
innocent Perſons, and at length make em as wicked as 
themſclves, and ſo proceed to gratify one another in 
unwarrantable Practices. + This is a diſmal Conſide- 
ration indeed, that a Man cannot reſt ſatisfied in 
wronging his own Soul, without contriving and 
aſliſting to deſtroy and ruin his Neighbours: And 
the only Thing that in this Caſe remains to be done, 
is, for the ADVISER to provoke his unhappy Con- 
vert to Repentance, to make Uſe of ſuch powerful 
Methods and Arguments to invite him to Picty and 
| Yertue, as may at once cruſh effectually the miſ- 
chievous Ones, which has formerly been preſcrib'd 
to him: But if this poor Wretch, thro' the Provi- 
dence of God, ſhould be cut off in the Midſt of his 
Sins; then, without Diſpute, the COUNSELLOR 
muſt, in a great Degree, be anſwerable for the 
Faults of his deceaſed CLIENT. And certainly, the 
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I Se l icem turpitudine Wicite Volupratis oblectare, St. Aug. de Civ. 
Dei. Lib. xiv. C. 8. 
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States and Conditions of theſe two are ſo mighty 
uncomfortable, that I am at a Loſs which to pre- 
fer, but ſure I am, it highly engages both without 
_ delay to look to themlclyes, | 


The next Injury I ſhall mention is that of (*) De- 
famation, and no Man can poſſibly rake too much 
Care for the Preſervation of his good Name, nor can 
my Meighbour do me a greater Wrong, than unjuſt - 
ly diveſt me of it. Hence it was, that Joſeph being war- 
ed of God ina Dream, was fo careful of the Bieſſed 
Virgin Mary when ſhe was with Child of the Holy Ghoſt, 
leſt the Jews ſhou'd have taken Occaſion to reject 
Chriſt as One born out of Marriage, and for the a- 
yoiding of Death, which was alloted to ſuch; and 
for the Infamy that would have conſequently 
attended Her as an Harlot. For theſe Reaſons it 
was that ſo much Proviſion was made for Her Preſer- 
vation. There is nothing more valuable than a 
Man's good Name; his Conſcience is confirm d by 
it; his Neighbours arc benefitted by his good Ex- 
ample; by it he adorns that Religion he profeſſes 
himſelf to be a Member of; it is this which gives 
Credit and Authority to our Words and Actions, 
and enables Us to do abundance of Good in the. 
World. It is very obſcryable that no body value 
what comes from One of an ill Name, be his Caun- 
ſel and Advice, his Checks and his Reproofs never 
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| --ſo powerful, yet ſhall they paſs unregarded, and 
good for nothing. There are ſome, who are migh- 
tv indifferent as: to this Matter, and thoſe, to me, 
appear not to underſtand the Value and Conſequence 
of theſe Things; which I am certain is of ſuch 
Importance, that where Men arc byaſs'd in our Fa- 
vour, we may even work Wonders upon them, and, 
on the contrary, where they are violently prejudiced 
againſt us, even Miracles themſclves ſhall have no 
effect upon them. It concerns us therefore to look 
to our Converſation, and maintain that ineſtimable 
Jewel REPUTATION; tho' the beſt of Men-cannot 
ſecure themſclves from Slanderers and malicious De- 
tractors; nay, Chriſt himſelf could not eſcape the Infa- 
my of the Phariſees,whogtho' the moſt Innocent, repre- 
ſcented him to the World as a gluttonous Man, and 
2 a Winc-Bibber, (a) a Friend of Publicans and Sin- 
ners. And as this Practice in others ſeems deteſta- 
ble to us, ſo if we conſider it, it is as abominable 
in our ſelves; what more unjuſt, than to undermine 
the Credit of other Men, to go about with malt- 
cious Reports? to countenance evil Surmiſes and 
Suſpicions? to be plcas d with others Imperfections 
and Miſcarriages? to determine and pronounce un- 
adviſedly upon them? to put an evil Conſtruction 
upon diſputable Caſcs, without any reſpect had of 
the Circumſtances? I could never meet with that 
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Man yet, who could willingly bear to hear him- 
ſelf thus trampled upon; and were there no Re- 
ccivers, it would deſtroy and put a Stop to thoſe 
malicious Tongues. Then, ſaith an Execellent 
Perſon on this Subject; * © Was this Rule practi- 
* ſed as it ought to be, there would be no pro- 
* phane Chams taking pleaſure in diſcloſing of their 
* Father's Nakedneſs (a); no blaſpheming Shimeis, 
* railing at, and curſing others to their Face (5); 
no traducing Hamans, accuſing others falſely be- 
* hind their Backs (c); no informing Zibas to ſteal 
* away: the good Affections of any true and. valu- 
© able Friends, by ſiniſter and unworthy Suggeſts - 
© ons(d); no ſlandering Sanballats (e); no curſed + 
** Doegs, whoſe Tongue devis'd - Miſchief, and loy'd © 
* Words that might do hurt; no, nor. % no 7e. 
* hoaſhes, to leſſen the Worth and Reputation of 
* others, by Parables and Compariſons (g). There 
would be few. or no Reporters, were- there. no Re- 
ceivers: As the ancient Proverb has it, No Recei- 


vers, uo Thieves. 


CT 


There are various Degrees of: Inju/tice, to which 
Reftitution is due, beſides what I have already men- 
tion d, ſuch as Fraud or Deceit, by way of Trade, of 
Exchange, in Weights or in Meaſures, and theſe com- 
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®:Camf. Pr. D. on Mat. vil. 12. (e) Gen ik. ()) 2 Sem. xv. 
(e.) Ef. iii. 8. (d) 2 Sam. xvi. (e) Neb. vi. 6. (f) Pſal, xi. 
(g) 2 Kings xiv, 9. | 
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| * monly are pas d by with Unconcernedneſs and Plea- 
|| - ſure, In Caſe we are unhappily engaged in the Law, 
| we muſt avoid corrupting the judge, ( wiſh none of 
that HONOURABLE PROFESSION, would be 
/ corrupted) we muſt not hurcfalſe Witneſſes to prove 
our own, and overthrow our Nejghbour's Cauſe; we 
| . muſt take care, under this Head, not to bring others 
into danger by unjuſt ACCUSATON or SUBOR- 
NATION of FALSE-WTNESSES, which you may 
remember was exactly the Caſe of Poriphar's Wife, 
when ſhefalſcly accus'd Foſeph *; and of Fezeb:l, when 
ſſhe ſet up Falſe · Witneſſes againſt Naborh T. There are 
| "likewiſe ſeveral Cauſes of juſtice, viz. ſuch as Covet- 
_ ouſneſs, wit neſs Judas a); or a FEAR of loſing what we 
have got, witneſs Demetrius (b). Another Cauſe is that 
ol Ambitien, this made Abſalom (c) to rebel againſt his 
Father, and Herod d) to kill the Children of Beth. 
|  tehem ; another is that of Pride, and this ſtirr d up 
(e) Haman againſt Mordecai and the Fews. And, 
laſtly, Envy, or a Deſire of Revenge, as for Inſtance, 
the firſt mov'd (/) Cain againſt his Brother; the 
Jews againſt our (g) Bleſſed Saviour, and the laſt 
is exemplity'd in that unparallel'd Cafe of (50 Jo- 
ſeph's Miſtreſs. The next is that of Theft, which 
bas an innumberable Train of Circumſtances attend- 
ing it, and there are divers Methods of commit- 
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Gen. Xxix. 1 Rings xxi. 10. (a) Mat. xxvi. If, 16. 7 As xix. 
25, 26. (e) 2 Sam. xv. (d) Mat. xi, (e) Eft, iii, (F) Gem iv. 
J Mat. XXVii. 18. (“) Gen, xxix. 9. 
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** RESTUTION. * 


it wbich however irene, yet, amour 


to this deteſtable Act. 
The next I ſhall ſpeak to, is in that of Borrowing 


— 


Money, with a Deſign never to pay, or of 


Compounding with Creditors, when Men are in a 


Capacity to diſcharge the whole; and then laſtly 


that of Extortion or unjuſt "260g which 1s repug- 
nant to Juſtice, Equity and Charity, but otherwile 
is in it ſelf very lawful : I cannot think of, nor ſpeak 
to all the Particulars, to which Reftitution is un- 
doubtcdly neceſſary; as to the Body, &c. when one 
Man has * danother,Reftitutiono bliges him to main- 
tain the Wife and Children of the deceas'd ; or if he 
has wounded his Neighbour, then the Expence ne- 
ceſſary for the Cure, is required of him that wounded 
him, anſwerable to the Loſs the Grieved has ſu- 
ſtain d in his Trade or Occupation, be it what it will. 
Beſides this, there are ſeveral Degrees of Injuſtica, 
which require a particular RESTITUTION, and 
:mpoſſible to be brought within the compaſs of a 
Diſcourſe : But every Man's Reaſon and Conſcience, 
I think is ſufficient to tell him, in what Degree he has 
been an Offender, and leverely to reprove and con- 
demn him for his neglect of REPARATION. 
Thus much to ſhew from whom RESTITUTION 

is required, that every one is oblig'd to this Duty 
that has unjuſtly wrong d his Neighbour, by Force, 
or Fraud, or any other — Fault. He that 


by Advice commands or aſſiſts, that has been a 
C Com- 
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| Companion, 0 or an Adhicrent in badi Injuſtice 

whatſoever. The Injury muſt be redreſs'd, and the 
| - Owner reſtored to the Poſſeſſion of that which was 
taken from him. 

And as we have now diſcover 4 from who 
this Duty is expected and requir'd, fo let us ſee in: 
what Caſcs, and to whom. it does properly belong 
and what it is we are oblig d to reſtore. 
And this is evident chat it muſt be done to 
tlie right Owner, if alive, * thus God ſpeaks to 
Moſes. concerning the Children of Iſrael. Then 
| ſhall they confeſs their Sin whieh they have done, and 
be ſhall recompence his Treſpaſs with the Principal there- 
af, and add unto it the fifth Part thereof, and give it 
unto him againſt whom he hath treſpaſſed And 
again T complaining and rebuking the Uſerers : 
| Reflore I pray you to them even this Day their Lands, 
| their Vine-yards, their Olive-yards and their Houſes, allo 
| the Hundredth Part of their Money, and of the Corn, 
| the Wine, and the Oil that ye exact of them. Hence 
it. 18 plain that Satisfaction is due to the Perſon injur d 
only, except he be dead, or not to become at 
which is the ſame Thing, and then it isourBuſineſs 
to. enquire after his lawful Heir, whether Wife, 
Child, Brother, Siſter, Friend or Relation; but if 
upon a diligent Enquiry, and a ſtrict Examination, 
none of theſe are to be met with, the RESTIIUII- 
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ON belongs to God only. But if the Man FR 1 
Kinſman to recompence he 7 WW unto, let the Treſ- 
paſs be recompenced unto the L O R D, even to the 
Prieſt, befide the Ram of the Attonement, wherean At- 
tone ment [hall be made for him. 

There are ſome Injuries that will not admit of a 
RESTITUIION, which cannot be undone again, 
when it falls out chat the Offender is utterly diſſabled, 
that he is not in a Capacity to reſtore, and make any 
competent and real Satisfaction. In ſuch a Caſe, 
the WRONG-DOER muſt ſupply the Deficiency, by 
continual CONFESSION, and Acknowled gments 
with a hearty Sorrow, and a ſincere Grief for Rich his 

Miſcarriages. But it is the only Method I can take, if 
the Party injur'd be incapable of receiving Satisfac- 
tion, and I ina Condition to makeany tolerable one, 
to give it to God; that is to the Poor, according to 
the Example in the Text. Behold, LORD, the Half 
of my Goods I give to the Poor; herein he ſhew'd the 
ſincerity of his Reformation and Converſion, When 
the Perſon whom we have offended is dead, than 
we can make no RESTITUTION but to God, £7706 
in beſtowing what we have to pious and charitable 
Ules. F-" 

But as to the Thing we are oblig'd to reſtore" it 

mutt be the very felt eme Thing if it can be had, and 


no We Thing and fappoling itis 
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damaged, or not to be come at, then the full Value 
of the Thing taken away. This leads me to my 
Sccond General to conſider more largely. | 
II. The Commands and Obligations to this Duty 

of RESTITUTION, as well as the various Ex. 


. amples of it in Holy Mit, which will demonſtrate 
I the great Advantage and. Neccſſity of of it, 
1 contradicting thoſe common and erroncous 
. Objections brought in by the Adverſaries, and 
9 


; Enemies to this Duty. 
{| _ That what we have got unjuſtly we are obliged: 
| to reſtore, is evident from what has been ſaid as 
well as from the Word of the Lord to Moſes, relating 
to the Treſpaſs- Offerings, for Sins committed wil- 
lngly; chis is recorded in * 4 Soul fin, and commit 
i| a Treſpaſs againſt the L O R D, and lie unto his Neigh- 
l| bour, in that which was deliver d him to keep, or in 
| Fellowſhip, or in a Thing taken away by Violence, or 
| hath deceiv d his Neighbour. Or hath found that which 
mas loſt, and lieth concerning it, and ſweareth ſalſly, 
| in any of theſe that a Man . doth, ſinning therein, Then 
it ſhall. be becauſe he hath ſinned, and is guilty; that 
be ſhall reſtore that which he took. violently away, 
or the Thing which be hath deceitfully gotten, or 
| that which was delivered him to keep, or the loft 
| Thing which he found, he ſhall give it unto him 
to whom it appertaineth, &c. Here is the Precept, 
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of RESTITUTION. 


as being a kind of Theft, it is likewiſe a Breath of 
the Eighth Commandment, particularly deſcrib'd, 


> CARS 


and — by St. PAUL. Render thereſore- 


to all their Dues, Tribute to whom Tribute is 
due, Cuſtomto whomCuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Hos 
nour to whom Honour; owe no Man any I hing, but to 
love one another: For he. that loveth another hath fuls 
filled the Law. From the Force of thele Precepts, will 
ariſe our Obligations to RESTITUTION : 


Equity, than that I ſhould do that to another, which 
in the like Caſe I expect from him? Fer the very 
ſame Obligation that lies upon another towards mez 


lies upon me, in regard to him: We are ready enough 
to preſcribe to other Men, to look over them, and 


direct, and appoint their Actions; ; and at the ſame 


Time we ſhould do well to meaſure. our own, and {© - 
to perceive the Conſiſtency, that we may neither act 


nor ſay better nor worſe than we deſire that they in the 
like Caſe ſhould do to us. I never met with that 
Man yet, in thoſe few Years God has hitherto al- 


low'd me, but what would advance ſincerity with 


Regard to other Men. We are all for Integrity. 
The very Hypocrite is hateful, not to God only, but 
Man, ſo that he ſpake the Senſe ot — Who 


* 
n * = _— 
6 — —  - ——_ 
— * 8 


* Rom, xiii. 7, 8. 


_ 


— — — 


—1ͤ —- — — — 


2 * 


5 | 


In con- 
junction with our Obedience to the Obſervation of 

thatRoyal Law of Equity; to do to others as we defire they 
ſhould: do to us. What can conſiſt more with Juſtice and 
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bs; d * tha he hof d him as - Hell lo, Fake one 
Thing, and acted the contrary. Fine Speeches; 
phariſaical Looks, humble Geſtures, and whecdling 
'Coureſkips, are but inſufficicnt Ocatory- to produce 
good Apprchenſions of thoſe, whom we are confi- 
dent, mean no more by it, than to ſerve their own 
Aatereſt and our Deſtruction. Few or none are nig- 
F gardly to themſelves, and in Caſe they give other 
Miſlen the ſame Meaſure they uſe to themſelves, there 
can be no cauſe of Complaint. Was but this Go. 
* &den-Rale duly obſerved, it would cure at once this 
+ particular Branch 1 am now - perſuading and en- 
forcing: you to the Practice of. I ſhall conclude 
this Paragraph with chat noble and excellent Expreſſz 
on of Chryſologus 3 © Quo modo vis, quantum vis, quam 
Lcecito vis Miſericordiam tibi ſieri, tam cito aliis, tantum, 
te raliter itfe miſerere 3 As thou deſireſt Mercy ſhould 
ho be ſnewn to thee, in what Manner, Speed, and Dit- 
*patch, do it the lame Manner and Mcthed to ocher 
40 „Men. | 

| Give me leave to recite ſome inſtructive Exacples 
| * particular Caſes, recorded in Scripture to illuſtrate 
the neceſlity and ty antage imply di in this particu- 

lar Act. 
The Firſt I ſhall mention is that in Gen. ling 12. 
Upon the Return of Feſephs Brethrento the Old Man 
their Father, and avi: to him the ſeveral and a+ 
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mazing ; Circumſtances, which attended — recor- 
ded and ſet forth at large in this Chapter: And as to | 
that Particular, that cvery Man's Money was in his 
Sack's Mouth, on which Account their Hearts faibd 
them, and they immediately cry d out, what is this 
that God hath done unto US? I ſay this Repre-- 
ſentation being made to good Old iſrael: Upon x horny 
ſecond Journey, and the great importunity his Sons 
us d, in Order to carry Benjamin / their Brother 
along with them, he rejly'd - * it muſt 
be by now, do this, take of the beſt Fruits in the 
Land in your Veſſels, and carry do1n the Man a Pre- 
ſent, a little Balm and a little Haney, Spices and“ 
Myrrb, | Nuts and Almonds, and tale double Money In 
your Hands, and the Money that mas brought again in- 


7 Mouth of your Sacks, cany it again in your Hands, 
peradventure it was an Over-ſight, The Old Man | 


here ſets forth our Obligations ro RESTITUTION;. 

at a Time when his Heart was ready to break for 

the loſs of his dear Benjamin; when he was ſo fur- 
roundcd with Troubles, that one would have ſcarce 
imaging d he could. haye thought of any thing like 

this. For hc expreſſcs himſclf in this clan 
Farewel, faith he, rake alſo your Brother and ariſe, g | 
again unto-the Man, and God Almighty give you Mer- |} 
cy before the Man, that he may ſend | away pour other | 
Brother, and Benjamin, 7 I be bereav'd of my C bildien- | 
Jam bereav d. — 
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Another Paſſage that I ſhall bring under this Head, 
as an Example of RESTITUTION, 1s that of Ju- 
das, which betray'd Oar Rleſſed Saviour, recorded 
by St. Mat. xxvii. 34. Then Judas, which had betray d 
. him, when he ſaw that he was condemn'd, repented him- 
ſelf, and brought again the Thirty Peices of Silver to 
the Chief Prieſts and Elders ; Saying, I have ſinned in 
. that I hade betray d the Innocent BLOOD. Here ſcems 
to be room for a Suppoſition, in theſe Words, that 
Judas did not believe or expect they would have 
proceeded ſo far with CHRIST, as to have con- 
 demn'd and murther'd Him. For when he ſaw that 
he was condemn'd faith the EVANGELIST 
-when he {aw it was otherwiſe, he was not grieved only 
for what he had done, but confeſſes his Sin, throws 
back the Money as unlawfully got, believing and 
expecting no Forgiveneſs without Reſtoring the Hire 
he had receiv'd. Bur our LORD pronounces his Sor- 
row to be inſincere, and ineffectual, and declares, 
That it hadbeen better for him he had never been born. 
But ſays a learned Commentator upon this Place. * It 
* ſeems to me, a wonderful Sign of the Stupi- 
« dity of the Chief Prieſts and Elders, that they 
« could anſwer what's that to Us? For could they 
cc think it no Sin to hire a Man to betray Innocent 
BLOOD: Do they not confeſs this very Money 
cc yas the Price of BLOOD ? Ver. 6. and was it not 
[Op Woo 1 1 5 
* this 
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« ey very Money hs gave to Purchaſe that; 
BLOOD? And was not the Field t hey bought 
with i it, ſtyld upon this Account Ihe Held of BLOOD 
* And was not this a\ laſting. Teſtimony of cheir 
© Guilt; whoſe Money purchaſed this BLOOD? and 
« therefore St. Stephen roundly cells cem, tut they 
hach been the dM the Bettaxcts gd Murtberers 
* of that juſt One, Acts vu. 52. Abc chey themſelves 
- 9 Miracles done in Chrift's Name had a- 
© waken'd them, began to be troubled that e 
« © ſhould bring this Man's BLOOD upon them. 
I. do not here mention this Satisfaction, a8 a — 
= One; no, for tho He brought back cvery 
Penny that he had recciy'd; yet, it did not advance 
his Intereſt in the leaſt. I produce it as a Neceſſary to 
Contrition,- or an Iagredient of Nepentance: It was 
thro Horror Judas did it, which threw: hint inſen- 
ſibly into Amaxement, Conſuſion and Deſpair ; and 
alaſs l kept him from making any proper Applicati- 
ons for the removal of his Sin. I carmot hut ſayr 
( and am extreamly ſorry that! baye the Occaſion} 
that Judas went beyond a great many of dur Preten- 
ders to Converſon;un this one Act of RESTITUTION. 
He certainly took Shame to himſelf, and publickly 
achnowledged his Fault, im chat he ;reftored tlie Mo- 
ney. And verily believe there ate but few that 


— willingly = publicly go tbus far. But his 
Emmen Was defectiue 30e laid violent Hands 4 
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upon himſelf ; He went and han; Same, ad 


He 
gave way to Deſpair; and by this Diſpleaſure againſt 


poſterous ONE he n of before, in rr 


The laſt Thing] — to mb iis 
4 RESTITUTION necceffary, iõ that of our Saviour 
in theſe Words. * Therefore if thou bring thy Giſt to 
the Altar, and there remembreſ that thy. Brother hath- 
oight againſt thee ; leave there thy Gift: before the Al. 
tar — go thy way; firſtbe reconciled to thy Brother, and 
then come and 'effer thy Gifts And this Leſſon ſeems 


to be proper, for all thoſe who receive (tho: not ſo- 
frequently as is neceſſary) the Bleſſed Sacramen of 
the — s Supper, for I St. Chpſellom tells us, that 
che Table ofthe Lord will not teccive thoſe who will 
not agree, nor be reconcil'd,- therefore beware, Gr. 
And you. know that remarkable Paſſage of Dori 
white ſhews/that we cannot be too careful in our 


Preparation (ſays He) Tu waſb my: Hands in Ino. 


Becauſe the Scribes and Phariſees. vainl i 1Maguy dand 5 
ſuppos d that their Sacrificas were ſufficient to aH“ 


| cency, LORD, andſo will Igo to- thine Alrar. 


for all l Offenes ʒ therefore Cchriſt tells them in Op- 


poſition to this falſe Suppoſition of theirs, that no- 


hid could be acceptable 10. God, without Fuſtice 
and. Charity, and. a. Mind entirely reconciled. o a 
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an Offended God, till ample; Satisfaction was made 
to their Rother If I haye been anęry with my Brother 
id h Hart, it. is my indiſpenſahle Duty to be ſorry 
for it; if by my. Wolde 1 have done him Damage, 
I muſt confels and acknowledge it; if I have wrong d 
him in Eſtate; c. then I muſt make RESTITUTL 
N. Our Saviour preſcribes this Injunction to ſhew 
the: Neceflity; of Recontifiation, becauſe no |. Sacrifice 
Wichopticharas pleafing and acceptable tothe LORD. 
\No:Exereifes-of Religion pleaſe God, when perform'd 
by that Man, WO ts in Cherity witch his Brother x 
| Becauſe they do nat proceed fram the Loye of God: 
And that which comes not from thence che LORD 

2 Bur the Duties of Religion performid by 
him that, is not at Peace with his Brother, do not 
proceed from the Love of God: Ergo, He thatſaith 
— God, and hates his Brother is 4 Lyar; for how can 
be love God whom be-hath nat ſeen, und bate bis Brother | 
-whom-be hath» (een. This is conſirm d by St. John. | 


Without the Duties of Juſtice and Charity,” which are | 
wore 


acceptable 10 God than Farriſice, or any other 
Part pf outward Wotſhip, we do nothing at all 3 we 
have the main Things undone, being a pofitive-anda | 
Diꝛine Command; but che other a humane Ieflirution 
only. And this lcads me to my. 1 Jos of | 
EL General to (hcw-chat ſecing Repotance. i is a | 
A nnn vieut 
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REST 'TUTION, there can be no ſuch Fora 
as a true Nepentance; 31 proceed i to cloſe tlus Di 
courſe with proper Motides and Directions in or- 
dcr to repreſent the happy and glorious Effects 
Sa of a ready Conipliince with, 'atida/ſincere O. 
bedience to this Practices... 
You have ſeen frem the foregoing Diſcourſe that 
without RESTITUTION, we cannot fay: we have. 
repented, nor will this one A8 be of 8 — ation, 
except w are duly ſenſible of an ill ſpent Life, unleſs 
F we are heattily concern d for it; and are througlih 
reſoly'd aint all Temptations, and Occaſions; that 
may betray us into Niguity and De ſtruction The ſeve- 
ral Ingredients which compleat a ſolemm Ræpentance 
arte ſuch as theſe, 'viz. hang Sorromſulneſs, for our 
paſt Tranſpreſſions, Prayer Charity to the Poor &c. Ican- 
not enlarge on theſeParticulars, they are plain enough 
already; but I ſnall proceed to lay before you ſuch 
Moti ves a Direflions as are moſt proper to repre- 
ſent the happy and glorious Effects that accompanies 
che Duty of REST iT UTION. And firſt giveme leave 
tao male a Digreſſion and remove two or — 
tions; which tot ofns: great Force, yet create] à Di- 
ſturbance in the Minds of ignorant Men And, 
X Qzeſt K Muſt we fatisfy our Brother, in caſe he 
z, not ſenſible of the Injury done him? Suppoſe hat 
| hc be ignorant of the Wrong that I have done him 
many Teats ago; ſhalt not make him more un- 


ceaſie by my Information, and | provoke. and Incenſe 
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| oy againſt 4 me, ſo as to render him Uncharitable 
and — with me for ever afterwards? 
41 b. 1 To which it may be reply'd, that if dine 
vas only in Thee, a deſign of Miſchief towards thy 
Brother, or that thou waſt only Angty with him in 
thy Heart; in ſuch a Caſe I think to — it would 
be very Proper and Neceſſary, becauſe the reveal- 
ing of it might probably exaſ pcrate. and provoke 
him againſt Thee. 
"HE oe put the Caſe thus, that thou haſt i in realies- 
nur kita in Body, Goods, or Name, it is then Ex. 
pedient that Satisfaction be forthwith made . Not- 
withſtanding, he entertain d no ſuch Opinion, nor 
apprehended an — Practice from Thee: 
And for this Reaſon, uſe God may require thy 
Soul of thee before thou haſt at all Repented; and 
then thou ſhalt never be in a Capacity to male any 
manner of Sali faction. 
Queſt. II. The next is this: You'll ay y, | what muſt 5 
th Injur'd do, ſuppoſing he that wrong'd him nei- 
ther ſeeks Reconciliation, nor deſires nor endea» 
vours to make him any Satisfaction? 

Ref. To which may be Reply'd; That there is no 
Neweſt that the O ended, ſhould go unto the Of- 


fender It is ſufficient to forgive the Injury, and 
not to beg or ſeck for Reconciliation; This is the 
Opinion of ſome : Others ſay, that Chriſt ſpake in 
cheſe Words as well to the Party Mended, as to the 

der; in cafe the Perſon that has injur d me nei- 


her deſires nor deſigns to make me amends, nor to be 
recon- 


oy 


ed — * "Is + * n 7 * 
8 * , thats ; > 4 
* - . | | * 9 199 "I 
286 Je Oreut Duty:; 


reconciled to me, why chen Foughe to go to him) 
8 This is a difficult Task, and yet mighty conſiſtent 
wich Reaſon and Good Sence; ſeeing we hereby 
imitate Chriſt, it is an Argument that the Perſon 
injur d, does dot freely, nay, not at all forgive tlie 
fender, except he in love to his Soul deſires u 
mutual and a Chriſtian Charity between them. 1 
do not think it expedient or requiſite that I ſhould 
make ſuch an One my Companion ormy Confident; fur- 
ther than doing him all the Service and good Offices. 
I am able, to regulate his Life for a future Happineſs, 
And now I proceed to ſome ſuitable Motives, to 
repteſent the Glorious Effects of an honeſt Perform 
ance of this Duty of RESTITUT IOM 1197s 
RE ENTANCE at the firſt ſetting forth, is ſome- 
what itkſom and grievous to a Man it may be: He 
is aſham'd of himſelf when he looks back, what an 
ungrateful Wretch he has been; and alas 1 ſuch is 
the Corruption of our Natures, ' that we had rather 
continue in our wicked Ways, than by Repentauce 
confeſs, that bitherto we have err d from the Right 
Way. But he that painfully endeavours to find out 
his Sins, and is ſorry for them, will never Repent 
him of that Labour. Repentance is rightly called, 
Penitentia nunquam pœnitenda, (a) Repentance never 
10 be repented of. By doing this in our Health 
ve fave our ſelves abundance of Trouble and La- 
bour upon an uncomfortable Bed, I mean, in 
time of Sickneſs and Affliction; when every injury 


| (a) 2 Cor. vii. 40, 


— Ol 


we 


$TITUFION, up 


we have committed, every little Sin creeps out, and 
all Peace of Conſcience quite Extinguiſh'd, Tou may 
very well remember che Cafe of Joſephs Brethren, 
when they came into Straits, how they immediately- 
reflected upon their former unnatural Dealing with 
their Brother, and cryed out one to another, (a) 
gre verily guilty concerning our Brother, in that ve ſam- 
the anguiſh of his Soul, when he beſought us, and we- 
would not hear; therefore is this diſtreſs come upon us. 
What a dreadfull Agony and Remork think ye was 
Adoni-bezek under, when his Guile extorted this ſad 
Acknowledgment from him?---(b) As I have done; ſo 
Gad hath requited me. He was yain and inſolent in his 
Proſperity, | 4 he came to conſider, this was 
an inſupportable Burthen to hum. And this will be 
the Caſe of every one, perhaps before he leaves this 
World; however, it will moſt certainly be a horrible 
Aggravation to him at the Great Day of Accounts. 
Disburthen your Conſciences therefore of every In- 
jury or Injuſtice you can think of in the Name of 
God and make RESTITUTION far the ſame. You 
may pretend toRe/igion and Devotion as much as you 
pleaſe, but fo long as you continue Diſingennous, Un- 
puft and Unmerciful, no Man can believe you are in 
Earneſt, As far as I know, you may do much 
Harm by your Pretenſion, and no Practice; For they 
behelding your Evil Works, under a ſrecious ſhew of 
Religion, cannot think i worth their while (or any 
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| ty « duc Obſervation ofour Attions and of ( ont Part = 
F cular, weſhall gain tocur felves an Inward Pratt and Comfort, . 
$ a\ moſt-compleat Satisf4Fjon ; and ſurely there can be no 
F| - Greater this (ide the Grave, When a Man is ſatisfied that he 
$ has been a fincere Friend io his own Conſciente, becauſe tha 
nw readdily tells Him, he has no Reaſon to fear the Malice and FolL“- 
kes of Men: My Heart ſpall not Neproah m ſo long ITE 
Lev wwas Joh Reſolution. And indeed the Naflaction up- 
on a Man's Iategrity in this Great Point, is the principal and 
only Conſolation of Human Life. 

Wir whar Cheerfulneſs ſhall we look into, and; keold 

the Glories and Felicitiot of Hleaben; if ini this Life we ue 

heen but Converſant in the Practięe of this difficult Duty 
wWheg, alaſs! we ſhall behold the Ijariogsclothed with Fran 
* . Deceit and .Treachery, and over his Head this Melancholy 
#. Motto; NON DIMITTITUR*PECCATUM, NISIRE- 

I SrITIUGATUR ABLATUM : *:NO:REMISSION-WITH= 
8 QUT.RESTITUTION. This one Conſideration may ſer ue 
8 4 1 55 Invitation. 

Aud 


now -as briefly as 


. eſs, of Innaucency, and an univerſal Juſtice with reſpect to God 
aud Mati. And always to remember, that in caſe of Wrong, 
there remains ſtall a Weceſſity of Repentante, Reſtitution, Sa- 
tiiſadt ion, &c. upon the Injurious: Whoever Ads the Contrary, 
declares that he is {till of the {ame Diſpoſition ; and Juſtifies 
Himſelf in his Unrighteoafneſs and Ufurpatian, Now with the 
[ 8 I began, with the fame I ſhall Fihiſh this DI 
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E ky 1 Says LAC CHE US to FESUS.) "Behold Lora, 15 
' Half of my Gooas Igive to the Poor: Arid if 1 hive Taken un 
| thong from any Man by falſe Accuſation, Treſtore him four fold. 
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